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ARMENTEROS, LEONARDI LEAD RECORD 1,825 FINISHERS 
OVER AND BACK GALVESTON CAUSEWAY BRIDGE 

 
GALVESTON, TEXAS (October 15, 2016) – On the strength of a 34-minute and 59-

second performance that was the fastest masters time in the event’s six-year history, 
Houston’s Luis Armenteros won Texas’ seventh largest 10K so far in 2016 – the Toughest 
10K Galveston -- with a commanding 91-second margin over hometown favorite Gabor 
Olah leaving him one race shy of becoming only the second runner to win all three races of 
the Texas Bridge Series. 

A record 1,825 finishers crossed the finish line on the grounds of the Galveston 
County Daily News to setup next month’s La Porte By The Bay Half Marathon – produced 
by Running Alliance Sport (RAS) on Sunday, November 20 -- where 1,425 of those runners 
are eligible to earn a fourth medal by completing all three races. 

The 44-year-old former Rice Owl, who won last month’s Toughest 10K Kemah to 
enhance his two previous Road Runners Club of America (RRCA) Southern Region 10K 
masters championships in 2014 and 2015, was joined in the winner’s circle by Beaumont’s 
Virginia Leonardi, who outraced former Texas Longhorn Julie Amthor Croley by 43 
seconds, to win in 41:59 – the race’s seventh fastest women’s time ever. 

A day shy of her 30th birthday during Saturday’s win, Leonardi improved upon her 
third place showing at Kemah where she finished 76 seconds behind Croley. 

Armenteros and Leonardi both won $150 for their overall wins.   
Should Armenteros enter and win next month’s seventh annual La Porte By The Bay 

Half Marathon, he would join fellow Houstonian Peter Lawrence as the only athletes to 
win all three Texas Bridge Series races in a single year.  Lawrence did so in 2013. 

Olah, 41, who won the masters division a year ago, and former Alief Hastings HS star 
Rogelio Trejo, 26, of Houston, finished second and third overall, respectively, in 36:29 and 
36:40 – three places improved from last year’s fifth and sixth and $100 and $75 richer for 
their efforts. 

A first-year resident at the University of Texas Medical Branch, Croley, 26, earned 
her second consecutive RAS runner-up finish with a 42:41 showing while 32-year-old 



 

 

Darcy McCarty from Friendswood, who also was third overall at July’s Baytown Bud Heat 
Wave 5-Miler, was third overall in 44:03.  They also earned $100 and $75, respectively, 
with their placings. 

Houston’s Warren Prelle, 40, and Katy’s Lynn Malloy, 56, won the masters 
divisions in 42:55 and 45:06, respectively, to earn $75 apiece.   

The 2012 women’s masters winner here, Malloy is one of 10 runners who have now 
finished 17 consecutive Texas Bridge Series races since the Series’ inception in 2011. 

Grandmasters crowns went to Friendswood’s Dale Kohn, 59, and Pearland’s 
Elizabeth Horton, 50, as they stopped the clock in 44:40 and 50:30, respectively, while 
Houston’s Bruce Boyd and Lytle’s Theresa Troll – both 60 -- were the senior 
grandmasters winners in 46:40 and 56:56.   

Troll, who turned 60 just two days prior to race day, celebrated with the other three 
as they all won $50 each. 

Thirty-two (32) runners finished their sixth consecutive Toughest 10K Galveston 
while ten (10) of them completed their 17th consecutive Texas Bridge Series race finish. 

The final race of the Texas Bridge Series -- La Porte By The Bay Half Marathon, 
which takes place on Sunday, November 20 -- will send runners over the Fred Hartman 
Bridge into Baytown before crossing back over to finish in La Porte’s Five Points area. 

The proceeds from the Toughest 10K Galveston – and the entire Texas Bridge Series 
-- go directly to The Bridge Over Troubled Waters, Inc., a Pasadena, Texas organization 
whose mission is to offer support, provide safety, and prevent domestic and sexual 
violence. 

Since 2011, through its five races, including the Seabrook Lucky Trail Marathon, Half 
Marathon and Relay, the Baytown Bud Heat Wave and the three Texas Bridge Series events, 
Running Alliance Sport donated more than $525,000 to local charities.  

For more information about Running Alliance Sport and the upcoming races of the 
Texas Bridge Series, please visit www.runningalliancesport.org. 

 
About Running Alliance Sport 
Based out of the greater Bay Area Houston area, Running Alliance Sport (RAS) is a not-for-profit 
event production company that has a passion for producing quality running events which in turn 
support local communities and its charities.  RAS successfully works with city governments in 
Seabrook, Kemah, La Porte, Baytown, Galveston and Tiki Island to produce five races annually from 
March to November that engages nearly 500 volunteers, sends over  7,500 runners and walkers 
across finish lines and donated over $100,000 to local charities in 2015.  For more information, 
please visit www.runningalliancesport.org. 
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